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RESEARCH FELLOW IN MARINE SCIENCE AND AQUACULTURE 
 

Work Area: School of Science, Technology and Engineering 
Classification: Level B 
Supervisor: Associate Dean (Research) 

OUR VISION 

To create a better tomorrow. 

OUR PURPOSE 

To transform lives through learning and knowledge in every place we operate and with every community we serve. 

OUR VALUES 

Integrity, community, sustainability 

For further information about UniSC, visit us online:  usc.edu.au/about 

POSITION OVERVIEW 

We are seeking a skilled and enthusiastic research fellow to join an international project exploring ways to support 
the seaweed aquaculture sector of Pacific Island countries by offering technical solutions to existing production 
constraints as well as by diversifying the market for existing seaweed products. This part-time (0.5 FTE) position 
focuses on the marine science and aquaculture components of the project, integrating chemical and molecular 
analyses with innovative seaweed aquaculture practices for coastal communities in Samoa, Fiji and Kiribati. The 
goal of this research component is to provide the technical and laboratory analyses for how seaweed cultivation 
and products can drive the adoption of sustainable aquaculture practices across the Pacific, as they relate to the 
broader project goals. 

PROFILE 

At the University of the Sunshine Coast, a Research Fellow plays a major role in research by leading research 
projects and supervising candidates for higher degrees by research. Evidence of the level of research can be 
demonstrated through publications in quality journals of national/international standing, National Competitive 
Grants and leadership as a supervisor and mentor. 
 
They make significant connections with and impact on their discipline/field, which is recognised and acknowledged 
by peers nationally. 

https://www.usc.edu.au/about/strategy-quality-and-planning/strategic-plan-2025-2028/vision-purpose-and-values
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DUTIES CAN INCLUDE: 

1. Designing and conducting seaweed cultivation research in Australia and coordinating parallel trials with in-
country teams in the partner countries 

2. Coordinating the collection and processing of seaweed samples by in-country teams, and directly contributing 
to sampling during fieldwork where appropriate 

3. Conducting chemical analyses of seaweed samples, including the molecular identification of species using DNA 
barcoding. 

4. Designing experiments and conducting data analyses of large datasets of samples, including the synthesis of 
research project data with existing datasets. 

5. Lead the writing of technical reports by liaising directly with the project donor, and contribute to the 
submission of peer-reviewed publications 

6. Communicating research outcomes to both expert and lay audiences through presentations and written 
pieces; 

7. Developing and maintaining productive partnerships, connections and relationships with people, groups and 
organisations at local, national and international levels 

8. Contributing to a positive and safe work environment for you and others, by modelling and promoting conduct 
that is culturally capable, inclusive, respectful, and ethical. 

 
Other duties within the range of skills normally associated with this classification, including those associated with 
an evolving research, teaching, learning and professional environment, as required. This may include participation 
in undergraduate teaching, supervision of Honours and HDR students, etc. 

SELECTION CRITERIA 

Applicants will be considered and ranked according to the quality and trajectory of their track record, relative to 
opportunity within the areas of research priority at UniSC. This information is supplied through the completion of 
the Application form.  
 
1. Qualifications and Experience 

 
⋅ Completion of a PhD in marine biology, aquaculture, chemical ecology or a related aquatic field. 

 
2. Quality and trajectory of the applicant’s track record relative to opportunity: 

 
⋅ Demonstrated experience in designing and conducting research relating to seaweed cultivation, analytical 

chemistry and molecular biology. 
⋅ Strong quantitative experience using modern statistical tools for data analysis and visualisation. 
⋅ Strong written and verbal communication skills, with a proven track record of leading peer-reviewed 

publications and communicating research outcomes to expert and lay audiences. 
⋅ Demonstrated experience in working to industry and donor project timelines and requirements. 
⋅ Experience in aquatic fieldwork, preferably in coastal environments in the tropics. 

 


